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Synopsis

For some, the elegant, highly readable Gita translation contained herein will be their first encounter
with the text, while others may already have a frequently read version waiting at home. In either
case, this Comprehensive Guide, with its systematic analysis of major themes and its hundreds of
Gita references, represents a one-of-a-kind companion for beginners, advanced students and
experienced scholars alike. With encyclopedic knowledge and an insidera ™s understanding of the
text, the author guides us in simple accessible prose to the very heart of the Gitad ™s sublime
conclusions. Thus this Comprehensive Guide not only constitutes a first-rate book of reference, but

also proves a thoroughly engaging and illuminating read.
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Customer Reviews

| have taught the Bhagavad-gita, in depth, since the early 80’s, and been a student of the gita since
the early 70’s. This guide book is the best | have read. It's simply superb whether the reader has an
academic or spiritual interest, or both. The author has organized the text in such a way, with

reference to the verses, that the flow and purpose of the gita are crystal clear. It's also a joyful



reading experience. It's not often one finds a "can’t put down" book in this genre.

While | have read many translations/commentaries of the Bhagavad-gita over the years, this one is
peerless in providing a stunning synthesis of topics/themes that trace their way throughout the
verses. These key concepts can be easily missed by those who don’t have a mastery of the original
language (as the author does).Many of these themes uncovered are not merely abstractions for
intellectual reflection, but concrete invitations to hear the core of the BG, the call to faithful and

fruitful devotion that offers meaning, freedom and joy.

Great work. It’s like a systematic theology. | highly recommend it. Presents Bhagavad-gita as it is
according to itself without any concocted doctrine designed to serve some author’s personal

designs. Would be a good textbook for a class in religion.

| am very impressed with this Translation. It is an awesome Book, including the in depth
commentary. A masterfully, respectful & very proper edition. This Srimad Bhagavad-Gita, although
very literally composed is also very reader/student friendly. | humbly highly recommend this very

fine Volume. Sincerely, Humbly & Thankfully Submitted

As a full professor, scholar, and author in the fields of international and intercultural communication,
| find this book to be extraordinarily helpful for understanding the values that undergird Indian
culture. HD Goswami is an outstanding scholar, drawing from both scholarly and sectarian sources
to patiently and clearly explicate the Bhagavad-Gita. His mastery of Sanskrit is literally unmatched
among Western scholars: he is the only person to ever score a perfect grade on Harvard’s Sanskrit
PhD comprehensive exam! This, together with his decades of study of the Gita and other Indian
texts, makes this book essential reading for anyone who wants deep comprehension of the Gita.
The author also provides a commonsense, contemporary translation of the Gita, which is also very

helpful. Overall, this book is a must-have!

This little gem of a book is a deep yet concise comprehensive introduction to a classic of spirituality
for all non-sectarian seekers and practitioners of Bhakti. You'll learn how to regulate your
understanding of the Gita so that it acts through concerted effort to deepen knowledge of the self.
The Gita is filled with transformative transcendental knowledge, but few know how to properly utilize

it. Some of its interpreters aim for powers; others, for sectarianism. This is not a Hindu book. It's a



spiritual treatise that every Christian, Buddhist, Jew, Muslim, agnostic, atheist, and layperson will do
well to study. Turn yourself into an instrument for the benefit of society as a whole by reading its

content since it's been published as a comprehensive intro for both scholars and students alike.

This is my favorite translation of the Bhagavad Gita, and I've read a few. HD Goswami’s translation
is modern, concise, and humorous. It’s easy to read and pairs well with the awesome translation by

Srila Prabhupada.

This is a remarkable book. H.D. Goswami, an experienced, expert lecturer on Bhagavad-gita,
makes some truly fascinating points in this book on mind, ego and the true self. This is not a book
that requires either an extensive knowledge of ancient philosophy, nor an extensive knowledge of
Hinduism to be understood. H.D. Goswami is a remarkably clear and quite amusing writer!As H.D.
Goswami displays so beautifully in this book, the complete dialogue between Krsna and Arjuna is
translated directly from Sanskrit, what pleases me the most with the original science behind each
word.What is best about this book is that it has inspired me to meditate more about his arguments
and conclusions, both accessible and often profound.Definitely, this is a book that repays the effort
of reading it. Enjoy!
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